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The origin of the goldfish lantern

About 200 years ago, merchant masters in
YANAI made a goldfish lantern as a toy
lantern for their children. They say, that is
the origin of the YANAI goldfish lantern.
In the summer season, their children dressed
in YUKATA(a kind of KIMONO, summer
wear), and took the lighted goldfish lanterns
around downtown in the early evening for
the summer festival. At that time, this
custom was becoming familiar in YANAL
After World War , methods of manufacture
were improved or brushed up, and they
resulted in this beautiful goldfish lantern.
A simple but colorful lantern is one of the
famous souvenirs in YANAI, especially in
the summer season. Now these YANAI
goldfish lanterns are ranked in the upper
class in the domestic folk art object
committee in JAPAN. And so they enjoy
popularity for souvenir or interior goods.
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